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Pennsylvania interests been united they could
have decided the site of the national capital; but
the delegation was divided over the relative merits
of the Delaware and the Susquehanna as well as
on the question of assumption. Hamilton's efforts
in this quarter were ineffectual, and the winning
combination was finally arranged elsewhere and
otherwise by the aid of Jefferson.
Thomas Jefferson was at this time forty-seven
years old, and owing both to seniority and to the
distinguished positions he had held, he ranked as
the most illustrious member of the Administration.
His correspondence at this period shows that he
was fully aware of the importance of the crisis,
and he did not overrate it when he wrote to James
Monroe, June 20, 1790, that, unless the measures
of the Administration were successful, "our credit
will burst and vanish, and the States separate to
take care everyone of itself." In this letter
Jefferson outlined the compromise that was actu-
ally adopted by Congress. The strongest opposi-
tion to the assumption bill had come from Virginia,
although Maryland, Georgia, and New Hamp-
shire also opposed it, and the Middle States were
divided. Jefferson was able to get enough South-
ern votes to ca cry assumption in return for enough